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Cholera, yellow fever, plague, smallpox, etc. — Continued. 
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Remarks. 



Current quarantine measures. 



[Translated in this Bureau from the " Veroffentlichungen des Kaiserlicheu Gesnnd- 
heitsamtes," Berlin, May 11, 18, and 25, 1898.] 

PLAGUE. 

British East Indies. — The regulations of August 24, 1897, for ves- 
sels from plague-infected ports entering the port of Calcutta, have been 
amended as follows in order to conform to the measures formulated in 
the Venice Sanitary Convention, March 31, 1898 : 

Underclothing, bedding, wearing apparel, mattresses, carpets, etc., 
which are contaminated or suspected, should be disinfected in stoves at 
normal presure of from one and a half to two atmospheres, with or with- 
out the presence of steam. 

According to official advices of April 9, the measures published 
August 24, 1897, for vessels arriving from Hongkong, Macao, and Can- 
ton are put in rigorous force. 

Egypt. — The standing commission of the International Sanitary 
Council resolved May 4 to put into operation the plague regulations 
against arrivals from Calcutta. 
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On account of the plague case at Suez, the sanitary council has called 
the attention of the representatives of the shipping companies to the 
fact that their vessels, in case they touch at Suez, run the risk of being 
quarantined in Egypt and Europe. The council of health furthermore 
resolved to add to the ship's pass the following remark: "A case of 
plague reported in hospital at Suez, in the person of a fireman taken 
from a ship arriving from Djiddah." 

Greece. — According to advices of April 25, vessels arriving at Delos 
from Djiddah must undergo a ten days' quarantine. The time occupied 
in the voyage shall not be taken into account in the quarantine. 

Netherlands. — By royal order of April 30 the law of December 4, 
1872, for protection against contagious diseases is extended for another 
year on account of plague. The law went into effect May 8. 

Turkey. — In consequence of a decision of the Superior Council of 
Health at Constantinople a ten days' quarantine is ordered for arrivals 
from the coast of the Hedjaz between Yambo and Lith. Prohibition 
of the pilgrimage is again deferred. 

SMALLPOX. 

Danish Antilles. — According to official advices of May 3, a fifteen 
days' quarantine is ordered against arrivals from Puerto Cabello. 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary reports from Rio — Etiology of beriberi. 

Eio de Janeiro, May 10, 1898. 

Sir : In spite of all my endeavors, it was not possible to obtain correct 
statistical information concerning the mortality during the last week. 
As already stated, the statistical office suffers from internal difficulties, 
which prevent the regular working up of the matter. The possibility 
of a definite solution of this question between the statistical office and. 
the hospital of Santa Casa de Misericordia has not yet been realized, as 
was hoped. 

According to the newspaper publications, there occurred during the 
week ended May 6, 390 deaths from all causes, 14 deaths from accesso 
pernicioso, 53 deaths from yellow fever, 34 deaths from different fevers, 
and 9 deaths from beriberi. 

In my last report I laid stress upon the fact that beriberi has become 
here an endemic sickness and deserves most consideration. In the 
message, with which the parliament some days ago was opened, the 
president, speaking about the sanitary conditions of the union, has also 
designated yellow fever and beriberi as those two diseases whereto the 
government is obliged to direct its attention. 

Some days ago Dr. Francisco Fajardo made to the Academy of Medi- 
cine a communication, accompanied by microscopical preparations, and 
he thinks he is on the track of the cause of beriberi. Dr. Fajardo is a 
well prepared and earnest colleague, and I am well acquainted with him. 
Dr. Fajardo has made his studies in the beriberi hospital on 52 sick 
persons, including 6 necropsies. He found in the red corpuscles of the 
blood a form of Plasmodium which can be colored highly. With 
regard to the morphological qualities this haematozoa has great resem- 
blance to the Plasmodium malariae. There are also formations of pig- 



